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THERE’S A WAR ON 
Pastor Jim Dunn 

 

 

Mark 9:38-50 

Anyone Not Against Us Is for Us 

38 John said to him, “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your name, 

and we tried to stop him, because he was not following us.” 39 But Jesus said, “Do not 

stop him, for no one who does a mighty work in my name will be able soon afterward 

to speak evil of me. 40 For the one who is not against us is for us. 41 For truly, I say to 

you, whoever gives you a cup of water to drink because you belong to Christ will by 

no means lose his reward. 

 

Temptations to Sin 

42 “Whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be 

better for him if a great millstone were hung around his neck and he were thrown into 

the sea. 43 And if your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life 

crippled than with two hands to go to hell, to the unquenchable fire. 45 And if your 

foot causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life lame than with two feet 

to be thrown into hell. 47 And if your eye causes you to sin, tear it out. It is better for 

you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than with two eyes to be thrown into 

hell, 48 ‘where their worm does not die and the fire is not quenched.’ 49 For everyone 

will be salted with fire. 50 Salt is good, but if the salt has lost its saltiness, how will you 

make it salty again? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one another.” 
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“Whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in Me to sin, it would be better 

for him if a great millstone were hung around his neck and he were thrown into the 

sea. And if your hand causes you to sin, cut it off.” (Mark 9:42-43) 

 

Who is he talking to?  

 

That’s what insiders at the Vatican want to know about the pope. Who is he talking 

to? The new pope is constantly on the telephone in his office. Who’s he talking to? 

Past popes like John Paul and Benedict had an inner circle that would have included 

theologians, high-ranking church officials, and bankers. They would often meet with 

the pope behind closed doors. But Pope Francis seldom has closed door meetings. So, 

Vatican insiders want to know, who is he talking to?  

 

A recent magazine article says this is who the pope is talking to: a woman who was 

raped in Argentina, a young man whose brother was killed in a car crash, a woman 

who had married a divorced man and wished for them both to receive Communion. 

Pope Francis telephones the founder of the Roman daily newspaper La 

Repubblica, Eugenio Scalfari, an avowed atheist, and sets up a meeting with him… 

probably to talk about Jesus. That’s who the pope is talking to. 

 

Who is Jesus talking to? In these grave words recorded in Mark chapter 9 about 

millstones and cutting off hands, who is Jesus talking to? The disciples? We think of the 

twelve disciples as an inner circle. Sure, Jesus often met with them privately. And the 

disciples saw themselves as Jesus’ inner circle. One day, they saw someone from 

outside their circle casting out demons in Jesus’ name. They tried to stop him. What did 

Jesus say? “Do not stop him… Anyone by just giving you a cup of water in My name is 

on our side…” Maybe Jesus didn’t see His friends as a closed circle. Giving a cup of 

water? Jesus asked a Samaritan woman for a cup of water.  He talked to her.  Jesus 

talked to the Pharisee Nicodemus.  Jesus talked to the sisters Mary and Martha. Jesus 

talked to the tax collector Zacchaeus.  
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Jesus talked one-on-one with people a lot. He didn’t want it to be just Himself and the 

Twelve. He intended for there to be a lot more disciples. So, He talked to a lot of folks 

and sent out the Twelve to do the same. And John would write near the end of his 

Gospel, “Jesus did many other miraculous signs…which are not recorded in this book. 

But these are written that YOU may believe that Jesus is the Christ…” Now, you, too, 

believe and trust Jesus as your Savior. You, too, are His disciples. So, who is Jesus talking 

to here in Mark chapter 9? He’s talking to you. 

 

So, what is He talking about? Millstones hung round necks and cutting off hands? The 

context is so important for understanding what Jesus is trying to say to you here. What 

happened right before Jesus launched into His sermon on millstones and self-

amputation?  

 

The disciples had tried to stop a man from casting out demons. Even though the man 

was doing it in Jesus’ name. Those disciples didn’t know an enemy from an ally. Those 

disciples didn’t know there was a war going on.  God is at work in the world, but so is 

the devil. What’s important is not who are the insiders getting to be with Jesus and who 

are the outsiders. It’s about urgency. It’s about seeing all of history moving swiftly 

towards a showdown. It’s about seeing the many lives the devil will take down with 

him. Collateral damage as he tries to have things his way. By the disciples trying to 

prevent an exorcism, they were aiding and abetting the Enemy.  

 

In preventing a fellow believer from doing the right thing, they may have been 

confusing him, even causing him to sin. “Whoever causes one of these little ones who 

believe in Me to sin, it would be better for him if a great millstone were hung around his 

neck and he were thrown into the sea.” Jesus probably was not just talking about 

children. He was talking about any believer who is misled simply because we’ve 

forgotten there’s a war going on. 
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During WWII, the city of London was heavily bombed. Westminster Abbey took a direct 

hit. So did the home of one of its pastors. He stood and watched as his house went up 

in flames. All he had now was the clothes on his back. In the morning, he went up to 

Oxford to visit a friend, and, while there, he went to a shop to buy some new clothes. 

The shop clerk was surprised. The pastor was asking for a lot of things when things were 

being rationed. “Don’t you know there’s a war on?” she asked him. Of course, he did. 

That’s the point of the story.  

 

But Jesus’ disciples had forgotten, and sometimes we still do. We live at a time when 

often the preaching we hear talks about personal satisfaction. As if the only reason for 

following Jesus is to find complete satisfaction, personal fulfillment, as if God’s only 

purpose is to fulfill all of our desires and hopes. Where is the preaching that reminds us 

there’s a war on, that calls for disciples to make sacrifices? And not all we’re asked to 

give up is sinful. Your hand, your foot, and your eye are good things, not bad. They are 

blessings from the God who has given us our eyes, ears, and all our members, and still 

preserves them. But if any good thing, if any blessing is leading us down the wrong 

path, if it is preventing us from bringing Jesus to the dying, if any good thing is diverting 

us from bringing Jesus to those are without Christ, then it must be sacrificed. 

Amputated. There’s a war going on.  

 

Though, God has also blessed the world with the amazing technology of artificial limbs 

and transplants. Prosthetic hands and feet. Technology that is enabling the blind to 

see and the deaf to hear. Cochlear implants and such. Transplants of the liver, kidney, 

and heart. Could the Lord then give us even a new heart? Could He give us a heart 

for the dying, for the wounded, for the broken folks in our world? Could Jesus give us 

the heart of a medic?  

 

Towards the end of our text Jesus asks a question, “If salt has lost its saltiness, how will 

you make it salty again?” Matthew’s Gospel has the same quote right after Jesus calls 

you salt. “You are the salt of the earth.” You are to bring life to the dying, the 

wounded, the broken. But if you’ve lost your saltiness, if you’ve forgotten there’s a war 

on, how will you become salty again?  
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This is how. Jesus said, Cut it off.  He Himself would be cut off from the land of the living. 

Isaiah 53:8. Jesus said, Tear it out. As it says in Isaiah 50, “I offered my back to those 

who beat me, and my cheeks to those who tore out my beard.”  

 

Why would He do that? To take your death and give you His life. To take your 

punishment, to take your bloody, gangrene, worms, and fire punishment and give you 

His wholeness, His heart. “I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will 

remove from you your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh.” The key word 

there in Ezekiel 36:26 is the word you. Who is Jesus talking to? Just an inner circle?  

 

No, He’s talking to you. Jesus gives you His heart, a new heart. Jesus makes you salty 

again. In a world where God has made possible extraordinary things in the way of 

transplant and prosthetics, God works this miracle, too. Jesus gives you His heart, a 

heart for the dying, the heart of a medic, more, the heart of the Great Physician… for 

there’s a war going on.  Amen 


